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Lehnbach, decided to establish personal contact with the
leaders, and several Noumean women volunteered to slip,
past the barricades and make arrangements with the
broussards waiting at Paita—to have the demonstration at
7 a.m. the following day at the War Memorial.
At 5 a.m. eighty cars and trucks laden with broussards
arrived at the barricades, and after their names were first,
checked over to make sure that the fourteen leaders were not
amongst them, and a careful search had been made for arms,
they were allowed to continue. In Noumea everything was
quiet and orderly, but as there was a feeling of suppressed
excitement as of impending big events, business houses had
decided not to open. From a high point near Paita, the
fourteen leaders were waiting anxiously, and their anxiety
was increased when they could see a large ship approaching
the pass to Noumea harbour. Was it a French warship
arrived from Saigon ? In that case the game was up at least
for the time being, and the fourteen leaders stood a good
chance of being shot as traitors, as de Quievrecourt had
threatened.
In Noumea, Lieutenant-Colonel Denis called another.
conference at 8-15 a.m. This time he was pale and could
hardly control his voice. His weakness and lack of decision
was pitiful to see, according to eye-witnesses of his con-
ference. He signed a decree ordering general mobilization
but as quickly tore it up, no doubt wondering what would
happen if he did mobilize the New Caledonian people. He
handed out orders, and immediately countermanded them.
He was in constant telephonic communication with the
Dumont tfUrmlle and the commander of the coastal
defences/' He vowed he would not give in to the people
without a fight, adding that he wanted to be first killed.
Out in the streets a crpwd of Noumeans, reinforced by the
broussards, had marched to the Town Hall, and after a
short scuffle swept across the barricades and furled the flag
of Free France on the Town Hall flagpole.
Back in the Governor's residence, the Secretary General
remarked that it was now too late to fight.    Lieutenant-*

